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The Law Offices of
WARREN S. REPLANSKY, PC

PO BOX 838
60 EAST MARKET STREET
RHINEBECK, NEW YORK 12572
(845) 876-7979
(845) 516-4802 Facsimile

S W,COIM

March 22, 2022

Via E-mail: pbzba@townofclinton.com

Town of Clinton Planning Board
1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

Re:  Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc., d/b/a
Cornerstone of Rhinebeck — Application for
Retroactive Approval of Increase in Resident
Population Pursuant to §250-31(B)(5) of the
Town of Clinton Code

Dear Acting Chairman Thomas and Planning Board Members:

This office represents Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc. d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck (hereinafter
“Cornerstone”), a New York State licensed alcohol and drug rehabilitation treatment facility
located on approximately 35 acres of land at 91 Serenity Hill Road, in the Town of Clinton. I am
writing to update the application submitted to you on November 23, 2021 seeking, in relevant
part, retroactive approval of an increase in the residential population of the facility from 66
residents to 99 residents pursuant to the requirements of §250-31(B)(5) of the Town of Clinton
Zoning Code.

Cornerstone is fully licensed by the State of New York and has received: (i) a Chemical
Dependence Operating Certificate from the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Services (now known. as the New York State Office of Addiction Services and Supports or
“OASAS); (ii) an Opiate Treatment Program Certification from the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services; (iii) a State of New York Department of Health Control Substance License;
(iv) a New York State Department of Health Control Substance License; (iv) certification as an
education and training provider by OASAS; (v) a limited service: laboratory registration with the
New York State Department of Health; and (vi) accreditation from the Commission on
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), a highly regarded international organization for the
oversight of behavioral health facilities.
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The on-site sewer and water systems have been approved and certified by the Dutchess County
Department of Health and DEC. The facility has been in continuous operation on this site for decades
and was formerly operated as Rhinebeck Lodge for Successful Living (which was also a New York
State licensed alcohol and drug rehabilitation facility) for many years prior to the sale of the sale to
Cornerstone in June of 1998.

The former Town Zoning Administrator/Municipal Code Enforcement Officer, John J. Fenton
(hereinafter “CEQ”), by letter dated March 6, 2021, determined, after review of all relevant
documentation and history of this facility, that Comerstone is a “pre-existing, non-conforming
use and structure and that the 50% expansion rule (as set forth in §250-84 of the Town Code)
would apply to any proposed increase in the size of the facility”. Mr. Fenton’s letter was written
in response to a request by Comerstone for approval of the partial demolition and reconstruction
of an existing pool building by issuance of a building permit by the CEO. Comerstone’s
application for a building permit was denied by the CEO “without prejudice” to the resubmission
of an application for special permit and site plan approval for the requested building expansion.
Mr. Fenton also determined that the Cornerstone facility falls under the definition of “Alternate
Care Facility” as set forth in §250-31 of the Town of Clinton Code which requires that any
increase in resident population, change in type of population and expansions of the facilities
require an application to the Town’s Planning Board for consideration of a new special use
permit and re-examination of the site plan by the Town’s Planning Board. Mr. Fenton’s
determination was consistent with a similar determination made by Mary Ellen Cookingham, the
then Zoning Enforcement Officer for the Town of Clinton, in a letter dated May 4, 1998, a copy
of which is annexed hereto as Schedule “A”.

The term “non-conforming use” is defined by §250-105 of the Town of Clinton Code as follows:

“Any use lawfully existing prior to the effective date of this
chapter, which uses is not permitted or does not conform with the
permitted use provisions of this Chapter for the district in which it
is located.”

Thereafter, Cornerstone withdrew its application for expansion of the facility. There is no
application presently pending before the Planning Board or the CEO for new construction or
expansion of any of Comerstone’s buildings or other infrastructure.

As an OASAS licensed alcohol and chemical dependence facility any increase in residential
population requires approval from OASAS, as well as the Dutchess County Health Department.
As documented in Cornerstone’s submission letter dated November 23, 2021 (a copy of which is
annexed hereto, without exhibits, as Schedule “B”), pursuant to approvals granted by OASAS,
the residential capacity of Cornerstone increased from 66 to 71 on October 22, 2001; from 71 to
76 on May 6, 2002; from 76 to 84 on March 3, 2006; from 84 to 96 on August 2, 2006; and from
96 to its present capacity of 99 on October 7, 2016. In addition, each of these increases in
residential population was approved by OASAS and the Dutchess County Department of Health.
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It is acknowledged that Cornerstone did not, as required by §250-31(B)(5) of the Town Code,
also obtain the approval of the Planning Board for such increases in population.

By letters dated February 17, 2021 and November 10, 2021, addressed to my office, Mr. Fenton
notified me that Cornerstone’s failure to obtain Planning Board approval for these increases in
residential population constituted a violation of the Town Code. As a result, Mr. Fenton, in his
November 10, 2021 letter, directed that action be taken to remedy this violation by “making the
requisite application to the Planning Board as required by §250-31(B)(5) of the Town Code”. In
response to this directive, Cornerstone has made the requisite application to the Planning Board
for retroactive approval of the increase in population. That is the application now pending before
you,

In support of this application, Cornerstone has submitted to the Planning Board the following:

1. Letter of November 23, 2021, with several exhibits annexed thereto, including,
but not limited to, (i) true copies of the Operating Certificates issued by OASAS
for the increases in population of the facility; (ii) a Community Impact Statement
required by §250-31(C) of the Code; and (iii) floor plans of the residential section
of the facility, as well several photographs of the same.

2. Short Form Environmental Assessment Form.

3. A detailed Survey Map prepared by Steven J. Alex, L.L.S. on behalf of the
Chazen Company Engineering and Land Surveyors, depicting all structures and
improvements currently located on the Cornerstone property.

4. An Agricultural Data Statement.
5. A site plan and special permit application form.
6. Owners’ Consent to application.

The Planning Board’s records should reflect that Cornerstone appeared before you on December
7, 2021, at which time it was determined that the application should be referred to the Town’s
Engineer, Pete Setaro of CPL for review and comment. It was also determined that the Chazen
Survey Map should be converted to a Site Plan Map in accordance with the requirements of the
Town Code to be used as a baseline for future environmental and/or application reviews and
review of Cornerstone’s site plan and special permit application as required by §250-31(B)(5).

After review of Cornerstone’s submissions, Pete Setaro issued a memorandum to the Planning
Board, a copy of which is annexed hereto as Schedule “C”. Comerstone has complied with the
requirements for a Site Plan Map, as set forth in Mr. Setaro’s memorandum. Ten (10) copies of
the Site Plan, prepared by the Cornerstone’s engineer, Thomas Cummings, P.E., have been
reviewed and approved by Mr. Setaro and filed with the Planning Board. As noted in Mr,
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Setaro’s memorandum, CPL conducted a visit of the property to compare the site survey with
field conditions. The Daily Work Report prepared by Mark Long of CPL has been attached to
Mr. Setaro’s memorandum. The only discrepancy between the site survey and the site inspection
was a buried propane tank in the grass island to the east of the residence hall. In addition,
several members of the Planning Board conducted a site inspection of the property on January
12, 2022, The location of the propane tank has now been indicated on Mr. Cumming’s site plan
plat.

The Town’s engineer has been provided with copies of Comerstone’s 2021 and 2022 permits to
operate a public water supply issued to Comerstone by the Dutchess County Department of
Health. In addition, Mr. Setaro has been supplied with the current documentation from DEC
verifying that DEC has a valid, up-to-date, SPDES permit for the facility and is in full
compliance with the requirements of the same. In addition, Cornerstone has supplied Mr. Setaro
with copies of the Water System Operation Reports for the water system duly filed with the
Dutchess County Department of Health.

Mr. Setaro asked that the applicant’s engineer confirm that the current water and sewage permits
are in compliance with any increases in beds and patients at the facility over the years by
reviewing the monthly water usage report submitted to the Dutchess County Department of
Health and comparing the same with the New York State DEC SPDES Permit Sewage Discharge
Flow. Mr. Cummings has performed that task by letter dated March 9, 2022, a copy of which is
annexed hereto as Schedule “D”. Mr. Setaro has reviewed Mr. Cummings report and determined
that it satisfies the requirements set forth in his January 21, 2022 memorandum.

At this time, Cornerstone is supplementing its existing application materials with the following
documents, copies of which are annexed hereto:

1. A Full Environmental Assessment Form, which has been submitted to, and
reviewed by, the Town’s Engineer, annexed hereto as Schedule “E”;

2. Several letters of support for Cornerstone’s facility from OASAS, former
residents and various agencies are annexed hereto as Schedule “F”, which will be
introduced into the record at the public hearing.

Cornerstone requests that this matter be set down on the Planning Board’s Agenda for the April
5, 2022 meeting for purposes of the Planning Board’s review of the current status of the
application with Cornerstone and its consultants, and Mr. Setaro, and declare that the application
is complete for purposes of scheduling the public hearing. It is also requested that the
application be scheduled for a public hearing before the Planning Board for April 19, 2022 and
that the application and Full EIS be forwarded to the Dutchess County Department of Planning
and Development in accordance with the referral requirements of General Municipal Law §239-
m.
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Finally, I would like to address certain spurious allegations which have been disseminated about
Cornerstone’s operation. It has been alleged, without proof, that Cornerstone has illegally
expanded the type of population it serves since the date of its acquisition of the property and the
facility. This is patently untrue. It is also patently untrue, as has been alleged, that the
Rhinebeck Lodge had only been operated as a “sober retreat for patients and other families”.
At the time of Comerstone’s acquisition of the property from the Rhinebeck Lodge for
Successful Living (“Rhinebeck Lodge”), the facility has been operating as a licensed drug
rehabilitation and detoxification facility for many years prior. In 1997, the Rhinebeck Lodge
was licensed for 8 detoxification and 58 rehabilitation beds. These licenses were transferred to
Cornerstone by Rhinebeck Lodge upon its purchase. It should also be noted that Cornerstone has
always operated the facility within the scope of its licenses. Drug and alcohol treatment facilities
are legally prohibited from discriminating against any population, provided that the resident
meets the program criteria.

Cornerstone is proud of the fact that it has received the highest accreditation ratings from CARF,
a national accreditation body. However, CARF does not license program services as alleged by
this individual. Licensing of the Cornerstone facility is approved by OASAS not CARF.

Contrary to these same specious conclusory allegations, criminal justice patients have always
been a part of the population that Cornerstone and its predecessor, Rhinebeck Lodge, have
served. Detoxification and rehabilitation services have always been available to the resident
population at this facility. For example, Rhinebeck Lodge was licensed for 8 detoxification
beds. Currently, Cornerstone is licensed for 6 detoxification beds. Annexed hereto as Schedule
“G” are copies Certificates of Approval and Operating Certificates issued by OASAS to
Rhinebeck Lodge to operate an in-patient substance abuse treatment and rehabilitation program
and alcohol primary care programs dated December 1, 1997.

As is evidenced by the attached letters of support from former residents, local employees and
agencies, Cornerstone provides critical aid and services to the community and the County for
treatment of persons with drug and alcohol dependency issues. It is important to note, as
demonstrated by the letter from OASAS annexed hereto as part of Exhibit “F”, that all
applications to OASAS for approval of increase in bed capacity require a demonstration that the
services are needed. In this regard, the application requires the provider to demonstrate a need
for the additional capacity beds being requested. In each instance where an increase in capacity
has been granted by OASAS, Cornerstone has sufficiently documented local need for each
capacity increase. As also noted by OASAS in its letter submitted in support hereof, since
March of 2020, Dutchess County has witnessed an increase in demand for substance abuse
disorder treatment and particularly the need for in-patient beds. According to Dutchess County
2020 Local Mental Hygiene Plan, unmet substance use disorder needs have significantly
increased in recent years.

As will be demonstrated during the course of the public hearing, Cornerstone vigorously
regulates the activities of its resident population and its residents are required to adhere to a strict
set of rules and regulations concering their conduct while in attendance at the facility.
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Cornerstone is not aware of a single incident in which any resident at the facility has been
arrested for, or charged with, a crime during his or her period of attendance at the facility.
Except for the recent notification from the CEO regarding the need for approval of the increase
in its resident population, Cornerstone, in its many years of operation, has not received a single
Notice of Violation from the Town’s code enforcement officials concerning its operation.
Conclusory allegations that the increase in population of the facility from 66 beds to 99 beds has
created a substantial burden on safety or quality of life of the surrounding community are, quite
simply, meritless. Cornerstone has been well integrated in the community and has been a source
of support of residents and local employees, as evidenced by the letters submitted hereto.
Additionally, it should be noted that Cornerstone is one of the largest payers of property tax in
the Clinton community, paying approximately $75,300 per year in state, county and town and
school taxes.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely yours,

LN e

WARREN S. REPLANSKY
WSR:bl
Enclosures

cc: Clients
Shane Egan, Esq.
Paul Thomas
Peter Setaro
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Town of Clinton
P.0.Box 208 .
Clinton Comers, NY 12514
(914) 266-5704 (mornings)
y 4,1998
art P. Ulrich, Esq.
8 Montgomery Street
.0.Box 366
inebeck NY 12572
: Rhinebeck Lodge for Successful Living
Grid #03-6469-00-536760-00
REVISED LETTER
Dear Mr. Ulrich:

[n following the towns letter dated December 9, 1997, we have consulted with the attorney for
the Town, Thomas P. Halley, Esq. and concluded that:

Rhinebeck Lodge for Successful Living as an "allernate Care Facility” for the purposes of
rehabililation services to alcohol and drug dependent persons is a pre existing
non-conforming use. The facility was established on or about 1976 as a 34-bedrooms/68-
bed occupancy and continues to operate as such.

This conclusion hopefully will bring this matter to a close. As long as no changes are made to
the facility, no further town approvals are neccessary.

If there are any further questions regarding this matter please do not hesitate to contact our
office.

Sincerely,
Town of Clinton

Mary Elfen Cookingham . i : “ o
Zoning Enforcement Officer

cc: T, Halley, Esq. S
D. Ulman, Esq.

TOTAL P.B2
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The Law Offices of
WARREN S. REPLANSKY, PC

PO BOX 838
60 EAST MARKET STREET
RHINEBECK, NEW YORK 12572
(845) 876-7979
(845) 516-4802 Facsimile
E-mail: warren@wreplanskylaw.com

November 23, 2021

Hand Delivery

Town of Clinton Planning Board
1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

Re:  Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc., d/b/a Cornerstone
of Rhinebeck — Application for Retroactive Approval
of Increase in Resident Population pursuant to
Section 250-31(B)(5) of the Town of Clinton Code

Dear Chairman DePasqua and Planning Board Members:

This office represents Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc., d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck, an alcohol
and drug rehabilitation treatment facility located on approximately 35. acres of land at 91
Serenity Hill Road, in the Town of Clinton. The facility has been in continuous operation on this
site for decades and was formerly operated as the Rhinebeck Lodge for Successful Living (which
was also a New York State Licensed alcohol and drug rehabilitation facility for many years prior
thereto), until the sale of the same to Cornerstone in June of 1998.

Cornerstone is fully licensed by the State of New York and has received: (i) a Chemical
Dependence Operating Certificate from the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services now known as the New York State Office of Addictions and Supports; (ii) an
Opiate Treatment Program Certification from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services; (iii) Chemical Dependence Operating Certificate from the Office of Alcoholism and
Substance Abuse Services of the State of New York; (iv) a New York State Department of
Health Control Substance License; (v) Chemical Dependence Operating Certificate from the
New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services; (vi) certification as an
education and training provider by the New York State Office of Alcoholism and Substance
Abuse Services; (vii) a limited service laboratory registration with the New York State
Department of Health and (viii) accreditation from Commission on Accreditation of
Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), a highly regarded international organization for the oversight
of behavioral health facilities. The on-site sewer and water systems have been approved and
certified by the New York State Department of Health.
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History of Cornerstone’s Increase in Patient Bed Capacity

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 32 of the Mental Hygiene Law, it is the Office of Addiction
Services and Support (“OASAS”) that has the exclusive jurisdiction under New York State Law
and Rules and Regulations to approve any increase in bed capacity for chemical dependency
services such as Cornerstone. By these laws, and also pursuant to the provisions of 14 NYCRR
Parts 800 and 814, Comerstone was required to, and did, obtain approval from OASAS for all
increases in bed capacity during the period 1998 to present. Additionally, Cornerstone sought,
and was granted, approval by the Dutchess County Office of Mental Hygiene for each addition
of beds to the licensed can=rity. Annexed hereto as Schedule “C” are copies of the certificates
isouud by OASAS to Mcewcal Arts Sanitarium, Inc. d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck which
clearly reflect the fact that t - required applications have been made to OASAS, for all increases
in bed capacity, which have, 1n turn, been app1.. ved by OASAS for the current 99 +ed capacity of

the facility. It is Cornerstone’s understa hat the Rhinebeck Lodge had ¢ o applied for,
and rece~ed, the require ovals from .S for all increases in bed capacity to the 66 bed
capacity, which existed ime of Comerstone’s purchase of the facility.

It is Cor~=rstone’s belief 1.... the OASAS approval process for increase in bed capacity for
alcohol aud drug treatment rehabilitation faci'#*i2s pre-empts the authority of the Town of
Clinton to also regulate that bed capacity. Acc igly, this application is submitted to the Town
of Clinton Planning Board with full reservation __ _ights.

Mr. Fenton’s letter of Ma...1 6, 2021 was the first time anyone from the Town of Clinton
confirmed in writing that Cornerstone was subject to the alternate care facility provisions of
§250-31 of the Town Code.

Annexed hereto as Schedule “D” is Cornerstone’s “Community Impact Statement™ in accordance
with the requirements of §250-31(C) of the Town of Clinton Code.

Submitted herewith are eight (8) copies of the current site plan for the facility and a copy of the
Parcel Access for the property depicting all of the existing buildings and structures and outdoor
facilities on the property.

Proposed Screening

Submitted herewith as Schedule “E” are plans for the facility depicting the current patient room
and layout for the facility. Submitted herewith as Schedule “F” are various photographs of the
facility depicting the rooms and the indoor facilities, as well as the outdoor recreation facilities.

Cornerstone is sensitive to the fact that there have been concerns from one or more neighboring
property owners about noise coming from the facility during periods of outdoor recreation for the
patients. Over the course of the last 23 years, Cornerstone has worked very hard to be sensitive
to the fact that the facility has residential neighbors. The nominal number of concerns that have
been expressed to us over the years have all been dealt with immediately. It is Cornerstone’s
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intent to further address noise and visual impact issues by construction of a vegetative buffer of
ten foot tall green giant arborvitae along the 95 feet on the northern boundary of the property
which Cornerstone has determined will help to mitigate any visual or noise impacts stemming
from outdoor activities conducted on the property. Cornerstone is prepared to consider
installation of other reasonable mitigation measures to address these concerns.

It is respectfully requested that this matter be set down before the Planning Board for an initial
appearance and discussion of the application at the Planning Board’s December 7, 2021 meeting.

Please let me know if you require any additional information or documentation with regard to
this matter.

I am also enclosing a check made payable to the Town of Clinton in the amount of $275.00
representing payment of the application fee.

Thank you for your kind consideration.

Sincerely yours,
[~ /ﬁ@

WARREN S. REPLANSKY
WSR:bl
Enclosures

cc: Client
Michael McCormack
John Fenton



SCHEDULE C


















SCHEDULE D



CUMMINGS ENGINEERING, P.C.
148 HOLLOW ROAD.
STAATSBURG, NY 12580
PH (845) 889-8199

March 9, 2022

Mr. Peter Setaro, P.E.
CPL

9 Elks Ln.

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Re: Cornerstone of Rhinebeck Water Usage

Dear Mr. Setaro,

As your office specifically requested, | have reviewed the monthly PWS reports on file at the Dutchess
County Health Department for all of year 2021. Based on this information, Cornerstone is operating
within the 9555 gallons per day limit approved by the Health Department and 12,230 gpd limit allowed
by NYSDEC SPDES Pemmit 3-1324-00041, both of which copies of the approvals / permits were sent to
your office recently. The monthly average daily volumes were as follows:

Jan 6320 gpd
Feb 4469 gpd
Mar 5378 gpd
Apr 5271 gpd
May 7094 gpd
Jun 7442 gpd
Jul 7120 gpd
Aug 6638 gpd
Sep 7118 gpd
Oct 6197 gpd
Nov 5517 gpd
Dec 4957 gpd

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above address and phone
number.

Very truly yours /
/ /M?Mi =L zfy;-rwf’-'

Thomas P Cummings, PE
NYSPE Lic. No. 064921

Att.

Ce:  Warren Replansky, Esq.
Michael Purnell, Exec. Dir. Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
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. . - KATHY HOCHUL
Yew. | Office of Addiction HINAZO CUNNING S emor
STATE | Services and Supports erinAz '

Commissioner

February 11, 2022

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing this letter in relation to Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc. d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
(“Cornerstone”). Cornerstone currently operates a total of four programs certified by the NYS
Office of Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS), of which two are located at 500 Milan
Hollow Road, in Rhinebeck — a Part 818 Inpatient Rehabilitation Service and a Part 816 Medically
Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal & Stabilization Service, pursuant to Title 14 New York Codes,
Rules and Regulations (NYCRR). At this time, the Part 818 Inpatient Rehabilitation Service has
an approved capacity of 93 beds and the Part 816 Medically Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal &
Stabilization Service has an approved capacity of 6 beds.

The Inpatient Rehabilitation Service, located on the 2™ Floor of Building 1 at 500 Milan Hollow
Road, provides a safe and supportive setting for individuals who have stabilized in their
withdrawal symptoms but where other factors indicate the need for longer-term 24-hour, 7-day
a-week care. Cornerstone acquired the Inpatient Rehabilitation Service program in 1996

Since that time, Cornerstone has sought an increase in the program’s certified capacity on
multiple occasions. Program capacity increases are achieved via submission of an OASAS
Chemical Dependence Certification Application. Part V of that application requires the provider
to demonstrate a need for the additional capacity/beds being requested. In each instance,

Cornerstone has sufficiently documented local need for such capacity increase and has obtained
OASAS approval.

In fact, since March 2020, Dutchess County has withessed an increased demand for substance
use disorder (SUD) treatment, particularly the need for inpatient beds. According to Dutchess
County's 2020 local mental hygiene plan, unmet SUD needs worsened as described below:

e Dutchess County experienced a record 93 fatal drug overdoses in 2017

s The overdoses show increased rates of Fentanyl in addition to heroin and prescription opioids.
* Dala suggests an increase in opioid experimentation among the adolescent population.

s  Community providers notice increased rates of cocaine abuse.

Dutchess County has identified a goal to address unmet need by reducing fatal overdoses in the

county and reducing the rate of hospital emergency department admissions for heroin/opioid
overdose.

Part 1l of the Certification Application requires providers to describe the space to be utilized for
the additional capacity/beds. The proposed space is then reviewed and approved by OASAS'
Facility Unit. The Certification Application also requires submission of a revised budget and
staffing plan to meet the demand for the new capacity/ beds.

Prior to submitting any application, a provider must first complete a Prior Consultation with the
local OASAS Regional Office and Local Government Unit (LGU). It is during this Consultation

1450 Western Avenue | Atbany, New York 12203-3526 | oasas.nv.qov | 518-473-3460



Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc.
d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
(Cornerstone)

Page 2 of 2

February 11, 2022

that the provider is expected to describe the certification action desired and explain the
justification for the action. The Certification Application cannot be submitted without the approval
of the OASAS Regional Office and LGU (in this case, Dutchess County), who also must then
provide final recommendation upon completing review of the submitted application.

Following the most recent capacity increase request, in 2016, Cornerstone is now certified for
93 patients at the Inpatient Rehabilitation Service program at 500 Milan Hollow Road,
Rhinebeck.

Over the past 20 years, OASAS has consistently deemed this program to be “In Good Standing”.
During that time, OASAS has performed eight recertification reviews of the program, with it
achieving a rating of “Substantial Compliance” in seven of those reviews.

Similarly, OASAS certifies Cornerstone’'s 6-bedded Medically Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal
& Stabilization Service on the Ground Floor at 500 Milan Hollow Road. These services afford
patients an array of detoxification services, while ensuring a comprehensive discharge planning
mechanism that enhances the patient’s ability to enter treatment after the completion of the
withdrawal service. The goals of these services are: 1) to provide the patient with a safe and
humane withdrawal from chemicals of abuse; 2) to reduce the medical and psychiatric morbidity
and mortality sometimes associated with acute withdrawal; and 3) fo encourage the patient to
engage in ongoing treatment of his/her dependence.

Since initial certification, OASAS has performed six recertification reviews of this program, with
it achieving a rating of “Substantial Compliance” in four of those reviews. In 2017 and 2019, the
program was awarded a “Partial Compliance” rating — due to the program’s fiscal viability scores.
Those identified issues have since been rectified, to the satisfaction of OASAS.

After receiving OASAS approval to increase the capacity of this program 6 to 16 in 2006, the
program then reduced its capacity back down to 8 in 2008. It has remained at that capacity for
the past 13 years.

Should you have any questions regarding Cornerstone or OASAS processes, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (518) 485-2257.

Sincerely,

%@SM U —
- \’\L

Keith J. McCarthy '

Associate Commissioner
Division of Quality Assurance &
Performance Improvement

cc. Sean M. Byrne
Trishia Allen, Esq.















Megan Barbera, LCSW-R
6423 Montgomery Street, Suite 168
Rhinebeck, New York 12572
845.233.1409

3/1/22

Town of Clinton
1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

RE: Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
Dear Members of the Board:

It has recently been brought to my attention that one of our longstanding and vital local
addiction treatment resources is facing potential closure. | am writing to express my deep
concern about this possibility, as it comes at a time when our community already faces a
shortage of local inpatient addiction treatment options.

I have been a therapist in Dutchess County for fifteen years. During that time, my colleagues
and | have seen a steady increase in addiction-related referrals and drug overdoses, especially
since the onset of the pandemic. This steady increase necessitates the ongoing availability of
local inpatient treatment options. These local inpatient treatment centers SAVE LIVES.

In my professional opinion, closing Cornerstone of Rhinebeck, an inpatient treatment center
that has been serving our community for decades, would be a misguided and short-sighted
decision. Making community decisions based on a “not in my neighborhood” stance is both
irresponsible and unethical. Research strongly shows that community-embedded inpatient
treatment centers are an important key to supporting addiction recovery.

In closing, | trust that the Board will carefully consider this decision, as a vote in support of
closing Cornerstone of Rhinebeck would also be a vote to further marginalize some of our
community’s residents at their most vulnerable time and also to perpetuate an already
worsening community crisis.

Thank you for your time and service to the community.

Sincerely,

Megan Barbera, LCSW-R
Licensed Clinical Social Worker



ADMINISTRATION

Neela Mukherjee Lockel, MSW, MPA
President & Chief Executive Officer

Tania Peterson Chandler, Esq., MPA, SHRM-CP
Chief Operating Officer

Robert Stricoff, MSA
Chief Development Officer

March 14, 2022

Thomas Puzo

President and CEO

Cornerstone Treatment Facilities Network
159-05 Union Turnpike

Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

Re: Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Puzo,

EAC Network is pleased to submit this letter of support and commitment for
Cornerstone Treatment facilities’ application to allow Cornerstone of Rhinebeck to
service our communities struggling with substance abuse disorders.

EAC Network is a not-for-profit social service provider of Treatment
Alternatives for Safe Communities (TASC) alternative to incarceration and re-entry
criminal justice case management programming throughout New York. We routinely
refer participants to Comnerstone Treatment facilities Network for inpatient medically
supervised detoxification and rehabilitation services. Throughout the years, EAC
Network has trusted and relied on Cornerstone Treatment facilities to provide an array of
supportive services that include educational seminars, individualized counseling,
nutritional programs and lifetime aftercare services.

We support Cornerstone’s efforts to continue to provide treatment for justice
involved individuals entering the court system. Cornerstone of Rhinebeck has provided
essential services to the courts throughout New York City, Long Island and the Hudson
Valley for many years. With the ongoing opiate epidemic being responsible for the deaths
of countless individuals, it is critically important to have Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
remain available to the community in order to help save lives and achieve a long-lasting
recovery. The opportunity for more individuals to access Cornerstone will continue to
serve as a valuable resource towards rebuilding lives and making our communities safer.

Sincerely,

Tania Peterson Chandler, Esq., MPA, SHRM-CP
Chief Operating Officer

EAC Network

99 Quentin Roosevelt Blvd. Suite 200 11530
Phone: 516-539-0150 Ext. 122

Fax: 516-539-0160

Email: TChandler/@eac-network.org
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February 11, 2022

To Whom it May Concern:

| am writing this ietter in relation to Medical Arts Sanitarium, Inc. d/b/a Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
(“Cornerstone”). Cornerstone currently operates a total of four programs certified by the NYS
Office of Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS), of which two are located at 500 Milan
Hollow Road, in Rhinebeck — a Part 818 Inpatient Rehabilitation Service and a Part 816 Medically
Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal & Stabilization Service, pursuant to Title 14 New York Codes,
Rules and Reguilations (NYCRR). At this time, the Part 818 Inpatient Rehabilitation Service has
an approved capacity of 93 beds and the Part 816 Medically Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal &
Stabilization Service has an approved capacity of 6 beds.

The Inpatient Rehabilitation Service, located on the 2™ Floor of Building 1 at 500 Milan Hollow
Road, provides a safe and supportive setting for individuals who have stabilized in their
withdrawal symptoms but where other factors indicate the need for longer-term 24-hour, 7-day
a-week care. Cornerstone acquired the Inpatient Rehabilitation Service program in 1996.

Since that time, Cornerstone has sought an increase in the program’s certified capacity on
multiple occasions. Program capacity increases are achieved via submission of an OASAS
Chemical Dependence Certification Application. Part V of that application requires the provider
to demonstrate a need for the additional capacity/beds being requested. In each instance,
Cornerstone has sufficiently documented local need for such capacity increase and has obtained
OASAS approval.

In fact, since March 2020, Dutchess County has witnessed an increased demand for substance
use disorder (SUD) treatment, particularly the need for inpatient beds. According to Dutchess
County’s 2020 local mental hygiene plan, unmet SUD needs worsened as described below:

Dutchess County experienced a record 93 fatal drug overdoses in 2017.

The overdoses show increased rates of Fentany! in addition to heroin and prescription opioids,
Dafa suggests an increase in opioid expetimentation among the adolescent population.
Community providers notice increased rates of cocaine abuse.

Dutchess County has identified a goal to address unmet need by reducing fatal overdoses in the
county and reducing the rate of hospital emergency department admissions for heroin/opioid
overdose.

Part Il of the Certification Application requires providers to describe the space to be utilized for
the additional capacity/beds. The proposed space is then reviewed and approved by OASAS’
Facility Unit. The Certification Application also requires submission of a revised budget and
staffing plan to meet the demand for the new capacity/ beds.

Prior to submitting any application, a provider must first complete a Prior Consultation with the
local OASAS Regional Office and Local Government Unit (LGU). It is during this Consultation

a k | l
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that the provider is expected to describe the certification action desired and explain the
justification for the action. The Certification Application cannot be submitted without the approval
of the OASAS Regional Office and LGU (in this case, Dutchess County), who also must then
provide final recommendation upon completing review of the submitted application.

Following the most recent capacity increase request, in 2016, Cornerstone is now certified for
93 patients at the Inpatient Rehabilitation Service program at 500 Milan Hollow Road,
Rhinebeck.

Over the past 20 years, OASAS has consistently deemed this program to be “In Good Standing”.
During that time, OASAS has performed eight recertification reviews of the program, with it
achieving a rating of "Substantial Compliance” in seven of those reviews.

Similarly, OASAS certifies Cornerstone’s 6-bedded Medically Supervised Inpatient Withdrawal
& Stabilization Service on the Ground Floor at 500 Milan Hollow Road. These services afford
patients an array of detoxification services, while ensuring a comprehensive discharge planning
mechanism that enhances the patient’s ability to enter treatment after the completion of the
withdrawal service. The goals of these services are: 1) to provide the patient with a safe and
humane withdrawal from chemicals of abuse; 2) to reduce the medical and psychiatric morbidity
and mortality sometimes associated with acute withdrawal, and 3) to encourage the patient to
engage in ongoing treatment of his/her dependence.

Since initial certification, OASAS has performed six recertification reviews of this program, with
it achieving a rating of “Substantial Compliance" in four of those reviews. In 2017 and 2019, the
program was awarded a “Partial Compliance” rating — due to the program’s fiscal viability scores.
Those identified issues have since been rectified, to the satisfaction of OASAS.

After receiving OASAS approval to increase the capacity of this program 6 to 16 in 2006, the
program then reduced its capacity back down to 6 in 2008. It has remained at that capacity for
the past 13 years.

Should you have any questions regarding Cornerstone or OASAS processes, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (518) 485-2257.

Sinearslv

Associate Commissicner
Division of Quality Assurance &
Performance Improvement

cc: Sean M. Byrne
Trishia Allen, Esq.
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Dear Cornerstone,

My name Is Kalan Mayhue (25 years old) and | went to Cornerstone on November 16, 2021. |
had been addicted to stimulants, meth and Adderalt specifically, for 6 years. | had also been addicted to
alcohol and marijuana for the same amount of time. When | arrived to Cornerstone of Rhinebeck, | was
homeless, living in a car, with no food and hadn’t taken a bath in weeks. | didn’t know how to stay sober,
because | didn’t have to tools and wasn’t educated on my disease. | had tried numerous times to “get
clean” and to no avail, While at Cornerstone, | learned the skills | needed to stay sober. | had one very
important group there that still follows me to this day, relapse prevention. The group was led by a
gentleman named Vinny and he taught me that It was possible to stay sober. He brought to my
attention all the reasons that | used, and he opened up many old wounds that | never realized had
scarred me. He helped start the healing process. He helped me grieve over my addiction. { felt like
getting sober | was losing a part of me, and he taught me it was okay to mourn the loss of the “old” me...
because that me was never coming back.

it has been, to this day, one year, two months, and twelve days since | had last used a drug,
drank alcohol, or had to live in a car or be hungry. | now work for a recovery community center, Second
Chance Opportunities in Albany, NY as a receptionist. | have a home and a place to showerl | just
purchased my first, new carl | have a savings account! | AM IN SCHOOLI | am going to school to be a
paralegall I've built back a relationship with my father, and many other family members. | have so much
to be thankful for, and | couldn’t have accomplished any of this without the help of the staff at
Cornerstone who taught me the skills that | needed to stay sober and be a positive influence on society.

Something else | think Is worth noting; my mother has now taken my lead and Is now in
treatment at Cornerstone. in AA and NA, the saying is “attraction rather than promotion.” | didn’t have
to tefl anyone how being sober helped me, they could just see it. My mother saw me doing good and
followed suit and is now getting the help that she so desperately deserved. And when she came to me
and said she wanted help, | couldn’t think of any place | would rather have her go then the place that
saved me life, Cornerstone of Rhinebeck.

To all the staff at Cornerstone, thank you for saving my life and helping educate me on my
disease. | felt no Judgement while staying there and | now live a [ife that | can be proud of, | can't wait to
see how my mother’s life changes and | can’t wait to see all the people who come out of Cornerstone
whose life has been changed, tool

Thank you for, literally, everything,

Ko B M"jw 26] 2002

Kalan B Mayhue



Lori Costa

A - ]
From: lorirob13@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2022 6:14 AM
To: Lori Costa

To Cornerstone,

| went to Cornerstone of Rhinebeck in 2019. The staff at Cornerstone saved my life, | was addicted to heroin for years
and couldn’t get clean. | want to thank staff Lori Costa for picking me up at the worst time of my life. If | didn"t go to
Cornerstone in Rhinebeck, | would definitely be on the streets, in jail or dead. The therapeutic meetings and staff were
tremendously helpful. Cornerstone is one of the only places in the county that has a detox program that saved my life.
May 12th, 2019 is my sober date and | haven’t picked up since going to Cornerstone. | want to thank Cornerstone and
the staff from the bottom of my heart because | now have the tools | need to not just survive. | now have a relationship
with some family members that | haven’t spoken to in 17 years. | have been able to hold down a full time job and have a
girlfriend for the first time in my 47 years of life. I'm so grateful for this program, it has saved not only my life but many
others. | have many friends | still speak to who also went to Cornerstone and are still sober due to the program at

Cornerstone. It's a life saving program and { wouldn’t be sitting here able to write this letter if it wasn’t for the help |
received at cornerstone.

Thank you again to Cornerstone and all of the staff from the bottom of my heart for saving my lifel

A recovering addict,
Joseph Flood

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS




Date: 2/4/2021

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter has been prepared in full support of the Cornerstone of Rhinebeck residential program
located at 500 Milan Hollow Road, Rhinebeck, New York 12572.

As a Parole Officer with over fifteen (15) years of Law Enforcement experience, a General Topics
Instructor through the State of New York Division of Criminal Justice Services Municipal Police
Training Council, and twenty (20) years of clinical social worker experience in various social service
agencies, I have been impressed with their professionalism and their compassion towards the Ulster
County Parolees in addressing their substance abuseé and mental health issues, With my practical
experience and formal education in mitigation, law enforcement, individual and group
counseling, biopsychosocial assessment, crisis intervention, conflict resolution, intervention,
advocacy, referrals, and interdisciplinary team participation, this program has gone beyond the
call of duty to serve this population.

As a Licensed Master’s Social Worker in the State of New York, a Licensed Social Worker in

the State of New Jersey, and currently pending appointment for the Mental Health Professionals
Panel for the New York State Appellate Division Second Judicial Department, without any
reservation I ' would continue to utilize the Cornerstone of Rhinebeck’s residential program in the -
rehabilitation/transformation of the lives of the parolees and there families.

If you require any additional information or would need to speak to me, you may eontact me at the
telephone gumber below.

: ~ - /
“Mr."Afigel Morales, LMSW, LSW

Parole Officer # 1869

(845) 417-8221
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718-206-2000

138-02 Qucens Boulevard
Briarwood, NY 11435

samaritanvillage.org

February 1, 2022

Commerstone of Medical Arts Center
159-05 Union Turnpike
Queens, NY 11366

Dear Mr. Puzo,

This letter is in support of Comerstone of Medical Arts facility in Rhinebeck,
NY. For over 60 years, Samaritan Daytop Village has been improving the
quality of life for New Yorkers. We are nationally recognized for the treatment
of substance use disorder as well as for the veteran-specific approach that we
have pioneered. Our continuum of services also includes health and mental
health care, transitional and supportive housing, educational and vocational
assistance, peer-assisted recovery, and specialized programs for adolescents,
families, and seniors. Annually, Samaritan Daytop Village serves over 33,000
people at more than 60 facilities throughout New York City, Long Island, and
the lower Hudson Valley. We currently have two programs in the town of
Rhinebeck.

We have worked collaboratively with Cornerstone for over 30 years.
Comerstone’s programs are instrumental in eliminating the devastating effects
of substance use disorders on individuals, families, and communities within
New York State. Their programs help New Yorkers navigate their personal
journeys to becoming stable, productive, law-abiding citizens.

Over 2 million people nationally have an opiate use disorder with only 1 in 5
receiving specialty treatment for substance use disorder. Drug overdose rates
rose 33% from 2019 to 2020 for all groups aged 15 and over. The New York
State Department of Health has published that in 2020 there were 102 deaths
and 174 visits to the emergency room attributed to opioid overdoses in Dutchess
County alone. The consequences of untreated substance use disorders and
persistent mental illness can be homelessness, incarceration, and early death.
More than ever it is imperative that agencies like Cornerstone and Samaritan
Daytop Village continue to exist to respond to this epidemic by providing tools
to save lives.

Should you require any further information or support for the quality services
that Comerstone provides please feel free to contact me at

£ cie me@s ige.c
Sincerely,

Alicia McFarlauc
Chief Program and Legal Officer
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STEPHEN KAHN, EdM / LMHC - PSYCHOLOGY ASSOCIATE
201 South Avenue — 4 Floor Telephone Number: 845 483-5375
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 Fax Number: 845 471-6470

8 February 2022

Clinton Town Board
Town of Clinton

1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, New York

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Board:
I am writing this letter to offer my support to Cornerstone both as an institution and as a treatment facility itself.

I am the therapist who runs the entire Individual and Relapse Prevention Qutpatient Addiction Practice at Westchester
Medical Center/MHRH in Poughkeepsie. I have often had occasion, over many years, to refer patients to Cornerstone in
Rhinebeck when our own Inpatient facility has been either closed for renovations, COVID-19 or just plain full to capacity
and could not take one more of even our own patients needing inpatient treatment.

In our profession, the best feedback on patient facilities comes by the experience patients have had while being treated at
a Health or Rehabilitation Treatment Center. I have only heard positive and glowing reports of how patients were
treated at Cornerstone and, the largest compliment they have made, by far, is the fact that not only is the clinical and
medical treatment excellent, but the fact that they feel safe there. Safety is of their utmost concern as many have been to
other facilities where they have not felt safe. They have stated numerous times; that they feel that the staff is structured.
Patients cannot go out for walks unchaperoned. Patients are never permitted to loiter or congregate on or around the
grounds, they tell me this in the context of explaining how very structured the program at Cornerstone is; and that they
are there to get sober and healthy, not to be outside to smoke and or loiter, but to do their work and attend therapy and
groups. This feedback is unlike many other facilities about which I have heard horrendous stories. This is why we refer
to Cornerstone when our own facility is full as we know our patients will be safe and looked after which includes being
inside and doing the work they need to do to get and remain healthy and to gain long-term sobriety.

I think that when people hear the word addiction or treatment center, they become frightened. Alcohol and Drug
Addiction is a disease as or equally as common and lethal as Heart Disease or Cancer according to the American Medical
Association and the American Psychological Association. People who fear these patients need to be reminded and
educated that if Addiction goes untreated, just like Cancer and Heart Disease, people can die from it and it needs to be
treated.

Cornerstone is one of the finest institutions in the Northeast to treat this illness. I hope that you will consider this when
making any decisions that may reflect the future of this facility, as its presence has saved more lives than you or I could
even begin to count; and with the Opioid Crisis upon us and the deaths being caused by it, we are in need of it remaining
in place desperately.

Respectfully submitted,
Stephesv Kahwy, EAM/LMHC
Stephen Kahn, EAM / LMHC
Psychology Associate

Westchester Medical Center



February 7, 2022

Town of Clinton Planning Board
1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

To whom it may concern:

We are submitting this letter as a show of support for Cornerstone of Rhinebeck. As a
local vendor we appreciate not only their financial contribution to the community through
their purchasing and employment of nearly 100 local area residents, but also the
important work they do.

The current rate of drug overdose deaths has skyrocketed both nationally and locally and
impacts families without discrimination. Cornerstone staff and the work they do is literally
saving lives. We fully support them and their presence in our community.

Sincerely,

J@,W

Evelyn Panichi
COoO
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Cornerstone Treatment Facilities Network
159-05 Union Turnpike
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366

Re: Letter of Support

Dear Mr. Puzo,

Bronx Community Solutions is pleased to submit this letter of support and commitment
for Comnerstone Treatment facilities’ application to allow Cornerstone of Rhinebeck service our
communities harmed with those who struggle with substance abuse disorders.

Bronx Community Solutions offers criminal justice involved individuals a range of
alternative sentencing options such drug treatment, mental health counseling, job training and
family services. Bronx Community Solutions routinely refer participants to Cornerstone
Treatment facilities Network for inpatient medically supervised detoxification and rehabilitation
services. Throughout the years, Bronx Community has trusted and relied on Comerstone
Treatment facilities to provide an array of supportive services that include educational seminars,
individualized counseling, nutritional programs, and lifetime aftercare services, Many of our
participants cycle in and out of the criminal justice system due to their addiction and it is great to
have a partner like Comnerstone always willing to provide much needed services to get the
individual on a better path than when they were referred to Bronx Community Solutions.

We support Cornerstone’s efforts to continue to provide treatment for justice involved
individuals entering the court system. Cornerstone of Rhinebeck has provided essential services
to the courts throughout New York City, Long Island and the Hudson Valley for many years.
With the ongoing opiate epidemic being responsible for the deaths of countless individuals, it is
critically important to have Cornerstone of Rhinebeck remain available to the community in
order to help save lives and achieve a long-lasting recovery. The opportunity for more
individuals to access Comerstone will continue to serve as a valuable resource towards
rebuilding lives and making our communities safer.

P LI ¥

varmen Aaicansara
Treatment Alternatives Program Manager
718-618-1158












February 15, 2022

Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
500 Milan Hollow Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 .

To whom it may concern:

| would like to first thank Cornerstone of Rhinebeck for always being the top priority for our individuals
who have drug and alcohol addictioris. Their positive interactions make the referral process. comforting
and less stressful for the individuals. Lori Costa, M Marketer Qutreach cOordInator, is patient and caring

“toward the parolees and she takes time to listen and encourage the parolees in a positive reinforcement -

methodology and her voice calms their nerves.

Unlike other programs they provide the resources and treatment forthe patients in need of Methadone

“Treatment, Individual, Family and Group Therapy, and transportation to and from the program
immediately upon notice. They provide a speedy and thorough intake process and always maintains

professionalism. Cornerstone Of Rhinebeck concentrates on Alcoholism, Opioid Addiction, Substance
Abuse, Nicotine Replacement Therapy and Nutrition Therapy. They have Medically Assisted Detox,
Inpatient, 12 step programs and aftercare support for the formerly incarcerated individuals.

Individuals who attend Cornerstone of Rhinebeck are right back on track with their sobriety and willing
and able to attend outpatient treatment. If i had my way, 28 days is just not enough time for individuals
who have a long-term history of drug usage. This program is also a stepping tool to the next level of .
care. If the individuals need Long Term Programs, anywhere between 7 to 9 -months. The Counselors
communicate dalfly and involves Parole Officers with each individual discharge plan. Unlike other
programs in which Parole Officers struggle to obtain information

Cornerstone of Rhinebeck is in a suburban area which allows mdlwduals the opportunity to relax from
the hustle and bustle of city life and allows them to work on their recovery. This program is much
needéd for the surrounding area, as Rhinebeck is Suburban and gives the individuals a chance of life

"away from the city. its grounds are in the beautiful city of Rhinebeck which has many historic venues.

| just want to say thanks for always attending to our population and treating them with much respect.

The Parole Officers of Dutchess County are very appreciative, and We all say "THANKS"” for a job well
done.

Desiree Green-Jackson, B.S., MHS, MSW

Peninee Pleen 89@%
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2/2/2022
Re: Letter of Support for Cornerstone
To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Anthony Rizzuto, and | am the Founder and Executive Director of F.L.S.T (Families in
Support of Treatment). F.1.S.T is a non-profit organization that provides support for families
impacted by addiction, advocacy, education, awareness, and connection treatment for
members of local communities. | am writing this letter of support for Cornerstone of Rhinebeck
because of their extraordinary work and commitment to treating individuals impacted by
addiction. Right now, in the United States Fentanyl is the leading cause of deaths for adults age
18 to 45. Every community has been impacted by the devastating effects of opiates.
Cornerstone has been an asset for people in need of treatment as well as the emotional
wellbeing for the family members of the addicted population. The services provided by
Cornerstone can be attributed to saving thousands of lives and | am proud to stand in support
of their mission and organization. Access to treatment in a timely fashion is crucial and

Cornerstone helps meet the need.
Peace & Blessings

Anthony Rizzuto, LMSW, CASAC

Founder and Executive Director

Anthony Rizzuto LMSW, CAS
1324 Motor Pkwyv Suite 102. Islandia NY 11 78)
If



315 West 36th Stree  Vew York, NY 10018
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February 22, 2022

Mr. Paul Thomas
Temporary Chairman
Planning Board

1215 Centre Road
Rhinebeck, NY 12572

Dear Mr. Thomas:

I wanted to send a letter to express what an admirable organization Cornerstone has proven to be in
the community, business realm and the lives of so many. The services and care provided transform
the lives of the community. From a business standpoint, | am grateful for the relationships { have
with Cornerstone’s colleagues, but more importantly, honored to be involved with an organization
profoundly contributing to providing people with another chance at a healthy lifestyle.

Cornerstone continues to rehabilitate those struggling with addiction with programs designed for
each phase of rehabilitation. Those in recovery are equipped with the ability and tools to live a
healthy, happy drug-free life. With the caring professionals, dedication, and individualized treatment
plans, the lasting recovery rate is plausible. Within the community, success stories and direct
involvement with the organization, | am aware of the impact Cornerstone has on so many.

Working with Cornerstone closely in business over the years has provided a glimpse of the
tremendous work provided by the organization. We are grateful for the opportunity to partner with
and continue our relationship with such amazing people who are genuinely helping those in need.

Drug addiction has such a large negative impact on those affected, as well as the community and
their families. Cornerstone has been the constant quality provider to deliver services to the
individuals and families who need them most. Cornerstone’s hard work, dedication, and service to
our community and those in need is inspirational and effective. As community leaders, we should
find ways to help their cause in any way we can.

Best Regards.
Sincerely,
- \:SI\A“ K"‘""‘ 3
Shane M. Riccio
VICE PRESIDENT
SMR/mcs

cc: Arlene Campbell, Boardclerk
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